Linaria khorasanensis from Khorasan province, NE Iran, is described as a species new to science and illustrated. The species belongs to L. sect. Linaria and is compared with its presumed closest relatives L. striatella and L. odora.
The genus Linaria Mill. is widely distributed throughout the world except the Americas and comprises annual or perennial herbs growing in a wide variety of habitats including dry and sandy areas and rocky slopes. Sutton (1988) recognized 150 species, of which 22 occur in Iran.
In the course of revising Linaria material of different herbaria in Iran (FUMH, IRAN, TARI, TUH, abbreviations according to Holmgren & Holmgren 1998-) , specimens of Linaria were found that could not be identified with any known species. Closer investigation, including micromorphological studies of seed and capsule surface, revealed that the material represents a hitherto undescribed species of L. sect. Linaria, which is here described as new to science. Fig. 1, 2e , g-h, 3c.
Linaria khorasanensis
Planta perennis, herbacea, glauca, praeter inflorescentiam glabra, erecta. Caules fertiles 30-35 cm longi, supra ramosi. Folia caulium fertilium 15-35 × 0.8-1 mm, alterna, linearia, acuta. Inflorescentia 8-10 cm longa, laxa, 8-12-floribus; bracteae 4-8 × 1 mm, lanceolatae, acutae, glabrae; pedicelli 3-5 mm longi. Calycis lobi aequalae, 3 × 1 mm, acuti, ovati, nec scariosi. Corolla 10-12 mm longa, flava, venis violaceis; tubo ore 3-3.5 mm lato; labii abaxialis sinu 1.1 mm profundi; calcarae 5-6 mm longo, 0.8 mm lato ad basem, recto, reliquiam corolla aequanti. Capsula 3 × 2 mm, calycem aequantem; semina 1.1 × 0.9 mm, alata, alae 0.4-0.7 mm, reniformia, atro-cinerea. Glaucous perennial herb, glabrous except for the inflorescence, erect; fertile stems 30-35 cm long, branched. Leaves of fertile stems 15-35 × 0.8-1 mm, alternate, linear-filiform, acute. Inflorescence 8-10 cm long, with 8-12 flowers, lax in flowering and fruiting stages; bracts 4-8 × 1 mm, acute, lanceolate, glabrous; pedicels 3-5 mm long. Calyx with equal lobes, 3 × 1 mm, acute, ovate, not scarious. Corolla 10-12 mm long, yellow with violet veins or tinged with violet; tube 3-3.5 mm broad at mouth; abaxial lip sinus 1.1 mm, the distance to lip apex 1.5 mm; spur 5-6 mm long, 0.8 mm broad at base, straight, equalling in length the rest of the corolla. Capsule 3 × 2 mm, equalling the calyx; seeds 1.1 × 0.9 mm, reniform, wing 0.4-0.7 mm broad, dark grey with finely tubercled seed coat cells. Relationship. -The new species occurs sympatrically with and appears to be related to Linaria odora (M. Bieb.) Fisch., distributed from the N Black and Caspian Sea to central Iran, and L. striatella Kuprian., distributed from Central Asia to central Iran (Davis 1982 , Kuperianova 1950 , Willdenowia 35 -2005 301 3-5 1-1.5 0.8-1.5 Bracts [mm] 4-8 × 1 1 × 0.5 2-2.2 × 0.3-0.5 Calyx lobes [mm] 3 × 1 3 × 1 4 × 1-2 Corolla 10-12 × 3-3.5 11-14 × 4 16-22 × 5-6 Spur [mm] 5-6 × 0.8 4-5 × 1 10-11 × 0. 
